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Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 
Domestic Relations Division 

Calendar 31 
Richard J. Daley Center, Room CL 11 

Chicago, Illinois  60602 
(312) 603-1249 

James.Shapiro@cookcountyil.gov 
 

Judge James A. Shapiro 

Standing Order 

 

1. General 

2. Schedule of the daily call 

3. Motions 

4. Agreed Orders 

5. Pretrial and Case Management Conferences 

6. Drafting Orders 

 

1. General 

 

The practice of law is difficult enough without the forum making it 

more difficult. Consequently, it is the goal of this Standing Order 

and this court to make the practice of law more of a “user friendly” 

experience. 

 

That being said, the most important attribute of practice before this 

court is civility, at least among the lawyers, if not the parties. This 

court believes you can disagree without rancor.  

 

Another important attribute is succinct writing. Please avoid going 

beyond the page limits for pleadings and other filings. Try hard to 

avoid typographical errors (which are distracting to the reader), 

together with run-on sentences and passive voice.  

 



2 

 

Another important attribute is following the Illinois Rules of 

Evidence at trial.  

 

This court prefers digital communication over telephonic, and 

encourages all counsel to communicate that way, unless both 

parties agree to telephonic communication at a mutually agreeable 

date and time. The court encourages all attorneys to email the 

court, with a carbon copy of the email to all other counsel of record 

in the case, at james.shapiro@cookcountyil.gov. 

 

When responding to pleadings, please scan and include the 

allegations that you are admitting, denying, or have insufficient 

information to admit or deny. This avoids the court having to flip 

back and forth between the pleading and the answer. Include the 

allegation as you would include an interrogatory when answering 

it.  

 

Please be punctual. The court realizes counsel may have to be in 

other courtrooms from the 30
th

 floor to the concourse level, so I try 

to give some leeway. But if you are going to be late, please try to 

text or email your opponent, if not the court, to let us know your 

status. 

 

2. Schedule of the Daily Call: Calendar 31 is a trial and hearing court 

that is part of Team C. With the exception of Mondays, which are 

proveup days, and Tuesdays, which are post-decree days,
1
 most 

cases come by assignment from Judge Boyd (Team C Preliminary 

Judge) for trial or immediate hearings. Any case assigned to 

Calendar 31 must be noticed up in the same manner as any other 

calendar and as provided in the Code of Civil Procedure and 

Illinois Supreme Court Rules.  

 

                                                 
1
  N.B. that the first and third Tuesdays of each month are my “state” days when the morning calls will 

invariably be quite heavy. In order to avoid a long wait for your case to be called, you might want to 

consider noticing up your post-decree matters for second or fourth Tuesdays, if at all possible.  

mailto:james.shapiro@cookcountyil.gov
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3. Motions: All motions must be filed and must comply with the 

notice requirements of the Code of Civil Procedure and Circuit 

Court Rule 13.4(a)(i). Please provide the court with a courtesy 

copy at the earliest opportunity, and no later than three business 

days before the hearing.  

 

Emergency motions may be presented any day of the week and 

must be accompanied by an affidavit or verification and comply 

with Rule 13.4(a)(ii). The court will determine whether the motion 

is truly an emergency or not. If the court determines that the matter 

is not an emergency, the matter must be scheduled and motioned 

up like any other motion, as provided in Circuit Court Rule 13. 

 

4. Agreed Orders: As a general rule, the court will entertain agreed 

orders that are not on the call, as long as they are genuinely agreed 

to.  

 

5. Pretrial and Case Management Conferences. Pretrial 

memorandums are helpful to the court and desirable. The court 

requires courtesy copies a minimum of three business days in 

advance. 

 

6. Drafting Orders: In courtroom CL 11 there is a laptop computer 

and a heavy duty printer on one of the counsel tables. That 

computer and printer is for the attorneys’ use to draft blank orders. 

The trial court bench has heard complaints from the appellate court 

bench that many handwritten orders are simply illegible. 

Consequently, this court requires typed rather than handwritten 

“blank” orders. Where a “fill-in-the-blanks” form order is available 

for more ministerial matters, handwritten orders will still be 

acceptable. 


